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PREFACE. 



I HAVE taken the name of Elihu, not because I 
desire to be one of Job's comforters (with whom 
this earth abounds), but because, like him, I am 
young to teach or to suggest, and yet I speak 
especially to those who are older, better, and 
more thoughtful than myself. 

To be " a teacher of babes " indeed requires 
wisdom, power, and confidence; yet the thoughts, 
ideas, and questions of the learning child are 
often suggestive of deeper truths to the teacher. 
I desire that whatever truth there is in these 
thoughts of mine (which are in part themselves 
suggested by the words of others), it may tend 
to the encouragement, strengthening, and com- 
forting of those who are already seeking to do 
God's will. It is for them I write, and their 
cause, that I, however insignificant, would 
prosper. 



THOUGHTS ON THE MINISTRY 

OF ANGELS. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFERED, 



"Angels came and ministered unto Him." 

He, who was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin, who for our sakes bore the 
load of sin, and sorrow, and suffering, that no 
other human heart could ever bear, was not 
Himself left comfortless, "The Father hath 
not left Me alone," were His own true words. 
Except for that mysterious death-cry of the 
ninth hour, when He who was sinless gave " His 
soul an offering for sin," we never read that God 
hid His face from His beloved Son. The night 
before the crucifixion, when. our Lord's own 
heart was " heavy " with thouglit o? tt.\i c.q?kvvsn% 
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anguish, He promises to the disciples His peace 
and joy — His own especial gifts. 

He who knew for our sakes the deepest 
sorrow, knew also the deepest Peace and the 
most perfect Joy. He was anointed with the 
oil of gladness above His fellows. He had an 
abiding realisation of the love of God. 

And God's love to His people is as great as 
His love to Christ was. " Thou . hast loved 
them as Thou hast loved Me,^^ Surely, surely if 
we could realise that love as Christ did, we 
should never fail to realise His peace and joy ; 
for, for us there is no darkness of the ninth hour 
to be gone through, seeing that " the chastise- 
ment of our peace was upon Him." 

Yet it seems to me that Christ's peace was 
not always full unbroken peace ; and we know 
ours is not so. 

The very beginning of Chrisfs ministry was 
the forty days' fasting and the temptation of 
the devil in the wilderness. But even there He 
was " led of the Spirit " and not deserted, and 
we know that after, the devil departed from 
Him, " angels came and ministered unto Him." 

I have been thinking that perhaps we should 

not know what the ministry of angels is if we 

had not to bear the temptations of the devil first. 
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I do not think we could understand perfect peace 
and rest, if they did not come after a season of 
struggle and conflict. Think of bodily pain. 
Is it not true that in the rest that comes after- 
wards we forget whole hours of suffering.^. 
Except spiritual peace there is no rest so 
blessed as the calm after bodily pain, but ta 
know that, one must suffer. 

Again, when we are tired, how sweet rest is. 
When we are strong and well and active, rest is 
not sweet, but wearisome ; it is only after toil 
or struggle or fatigue that we find it so. It is 
worth bearing pain and weariness to feel the 
sweetness of rest and calm. And God would 
have us know what a blessed thing His Peace is. 
So He calls us all to suffer, that we may know its 
length, and breadth, and depth, and height; and 
that no sorrow ever was so deep or strong that 
His Peace could not fathom or subdue it. Some 
of us would be too happy in this world to need 
His Peace, if He did not take away our little 
joys and give us suffering for a while instead, 
that we may know the strength of His true joy. 
Some of us would never have known how great 
His Peace is if we had not felt how it could 
overcome our greatest sorrow. 

I do not think sorrow is ^.VN^.'^% ^^"vxX. \5^ 
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chasten us, or to try us, or to show us our 
sins; but to show us the power and love of God, 
"that the power of Christ may rest upon us." 

I think sorrow is often sent to show us God's 
tenderness in helping us through it, to make us 
find His rest and peace doubly sweet after- 
wards. For God is ever longing to show us 
His love, and to do that He has sometimes to 
find us in trouble and comfort us. Sometimes 
the trouble is our own fault, sometimes it is a 
temptation of the devil, a messenger of Satan 
to buffet us — if so, it is not of God's sending, 
yet it is His part to help us to bear it, and 
in the end to take it away. If we have sinned. 
He forgives and cleanses us. If we are tempted. 
He can succour and strengthen us. If we are 
weak, His grace is sufficient for us, and His 
strength is made perfect in weakness. How 
should we know His strength if we were not 
weak; or His protection, if we knew no danger; 
or His forgiveness, if we had no sin.? In a 
word, how should we know His love? And 
surely the knowledge of the love of God, and 
above all, the knowledge that we also love 
Him — the blessedness of the continual feeling 
of His love, is worth all the troubles, and 
sorrows, and trials that we must go through 
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before we can truly measure that love that 
passeth knowledge. He does not always want 
to try us when He allows us to suffer, but He 
wants to help us — ^wants us to feel that we 
are helped by Him. He wants us to know 
how to comfort others who suffer, by the com?- 
fort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of 
God. He is always ready to raise us up, if 
only we are willing to be raised up wholly in 
Him and by Him. 

When Job was in trouble, his friends tried 
to persuade him that God was punishing him 
for his sins ; but it was not so. 

" Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, 
O ye my friends," he cried; but they only 
answered him by describing the portion of the 
wicked man, and by repeating that God chas- 
tised him for his sins. Had they said that 
God was only waiting to increase his great- 
ness and comfort him on every side, they 
would have been nearer the truth. 

And God allows His people to suffer, that 
they may become better comforters than Job's. 

Again, He lets us bear suffering for a time 
that we may glorify Him. It does glorify 
Him when our patience is unfailing in trial, 
when we still carry His light in our hearts 
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though all round us is gloomiest darkness, 
when we prove by our very life and expres- 
sion that the peace and help He gives us are 
enough to carry us through all grief "re- 
joicing," "though now for a season if needs 
be" we are "in heaviness." This seems a 
paradox, but we know that it is true. 

" Knowledge by suffering entereth," has been 
well said, and has a deep true meaning that 
through suffering alone we realise. 

If we did not suffer, we should seldom pray, 
for we should not needy and if we did not need 
God's succour, we could know very little of His 
tenderness and mercy, though we might ex- 
perience continual fellowship with Him. 

By our being human, we learn His divinity ; 
by being needy, His fulness ; by being depen- 
dent, His love. Is it not so } 

If I had never suffered and needed sym- 
pathy, how should I know the tenderness 
and true faithfulness of my friend } Yes, and 
if I had not been left alone with" my sorrow 
for a while, how should I know, how could I 
know the sweetness of true human help and 
sympathy } There would be nothing sweet in 
it if I never needed it, and I should never know 
what my friend could be to me. And so it 
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is with God our Father, and us His children, 
" slow to believe," as the disciples of old ; the 
depth of His love for us. He could carry us 
through all life in His arms, sheltered from all 
sorrow, and rejoicing in His Peace. He could 
make the wilderness like Eden, the desert like 
the garden of the Lord — but how then should 
we know the consolations of the Lord ? How 
then should we know His tenderness, His loving 
answers to prayer, His human sympathy ? We 
should praise Him as the birds praise Him, as 
the whole creation praises Him ; we might sing 
aloud and shout as the " sons of God " for joy, 
but how then could we mention "the loving 
kindnesses of the Lord," "and the praises of the 
Lord, according to all that the Lord hath 
bestowed on us, *and the great goodness toward 
the house of Israel which He hath bestowed 
on them according to His mercies, and accord- 
ing to the multitude of His loving kind- 
nesses." 

For He said, "Surely they are my people, 
children that will not lie. So He was their 
Saviour." 

"In all their affliction He was afflicted, and 
the angel of His presence saved them : in His 
love and in His pity He redeemed them ; and 
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He bare them and carried them all the days of 
old" 

J do not think we should understand His 
love, and we could not know His pity if we had 
not felt and needed both, and therefore we 
could not love Him in return as we do now. 

For we are as slow to believe as Thomas, we 
also require to feel. 

If you tell me that you love me, I will try 
and believe you, and may perhaps love you 
back again, but if I feel your love, and have 
^ound what it was when I most needed it, there 
is no need for you to tell me ; there is no possi- 
bility of my not loving you. 

Thomas felt Christ's wounds, and knew that 
He was indeed his risen Lord; we feel God's 
help and loving-kindness anfl pity, and we 
know that He is indeed our loving Father. 

But even if we could not prove and could not 
believe that when God permits us to suffer, 
it is that we may know more of Himself and of 
His goodness ; yet we know that it is after 
suffering that He gives us seasons of especial 
blessing. 

It was so with our Lord ; it has been so 
with all Christians from the night that Jacob 
wrestled with the angel, and minded neither 
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pain nor weariness, that he might obtain that 
blessing in the morning which made himself an 
everlasting name. 

We are never led of the Spirit into the wilder- 
ness, and there tempted of the devil, without the 
assurance that he shall be overcome and depart 
from us 'for a season, and that angels shall come 
and minister unto us. 

Very often the devil tempts us also to make 
" bread " of " stones," and to eat when we are 
an hungered. But if we are doing the will of 
God, we may hunger, but we shall not faint in 
the wilderness. We have but to wait and trust, 
and He will feed us, will send His angels to 
give us the heavenly manna ; for when we 
ask for bread, our Father does not give us a 
stone. 

It is better to refuse comfort than to be com- 
forted by the devil ; and the devil can appear as 
a false comforter. The Holy Ghost, the Com- 
forter, will be sent to those who wait for Him, 
for God will not leave us comfortless, and there 
is no sorrow so great but that He Himself can 
take the bitterness out of it. "As one whom 
his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you," 

How could we learn to comfort the sorrows 
of others if we had not first ourselves been com- 
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forted of God ? how could we uhderstand their 
sorrows if we had not first ourselves been left 
in sorrow for a while? And truly it is after 
patiently enduring trial, affliction, or the tempta- 
tion of the devil, that angels come and minister 
unto us. 

You may say that, in the case of our Lord, 
the ministry of Angels was literal, and with us 
it cannot be so. I do not know. I think if we 
could pray and trust in God as He did, and 
were in as great need, while doing our Father's 
willf and no help was possible but supernatural 
help. He would give it to us. But it may not 
be possible for us to be in such a position ; and 
only twice in the whole course of Christ's 
ministry do we read that angels were sent 
to Him. The first time was after the tempta- 
tion in the wilderness and the forty days' fast- 
ing; the second during His agony in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, where we read that there 
appeared an "angel unto Him from heaven 
strengthening Him." 

The forty days' fasting is now supposed to be 
beyond the limit of human endurance, and an 
agony as great as His that night we know we 
can never be called upon to endure (seeing it 
was for us), so that we do not in the same way 
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need visible and bodily help from the hands of 
angels. 

And remember that we have a promise not of 
a less, but of a greater help. We may safely 
say, " The Lord is my Helper," 

Before Christ rose, the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given, because that Jesus was not yet glorified ; 
when He rose, He sent to the disciples " another 
Comforter," that He might abide with them for 
ever. 

" Lo, I am with you alway " were His fare- 
well words, and "I and My Father are one." 
What need have we then of legions of angels ? 
Behold, " a greater than Moses," a greater than 
Gabriel or the archangel Michael, is here. 

I think this is one reason why angels do not 
appear to God's people now as they did in the 
times gone by, and also because we have not 
the same need of supernatural help and deliver- 
ance. 

The first mention of angelic beings in the 
Bible comes immediately after the account of 
Adam's trangression. " God placed at the east 
of the Garden of Eden cherubims, and a flaming 
sword, which turned every way, to keep the way 
of the tree of life." 

We do not know what cherubims are, but the 



12 THOUGHTS ON THE 

very next time we read of them, they are repre- 
sented not with a flaming sword, but over- 
shadowing the mercy-seat. For He who in 
justice makes "His ministers a flaming fire," 
also in mercy sends them forth to be ministers 
to them who shall be heirs of salvation. 

Let us look now at some of the accounts in 
the Bible of the ministry of angels. The first 
angel (so called) appeared to Hagar in the 
wilderness by the fountain of water, as she 
fled from the face of her mistress. (Gen, xvi. 
7.) I think it is wonderful and beautiful that 
the first instance of a heavenly messenger being 
sent to the help and comfort of a human soul 
was to a poor bondwoman. Hagar had been 
hardly dealt with by man, and she fled into 
the wilderness ; there God sent His angel and 
gave her His divine counsel, doubtless when 
she least expected counsel or help. -Is there 
not a depth of "loving kindness" in this ? 

And those whom God once helps He does 
not forsake. We know that He sent His angel 
again to Hagar when she was cast out with 
her son into the wilderness, and lifted up her 
voice and wept. (Gen. xxi. i6.) Surely she 
felt the fulness of Divine sympathy as those 
words chased away her tears — "What aileth 
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thee, Hagar? Fear not*' Was it not worth 
sufTering^to know that there were angels in the 
wilderness ? 

Then we read of the angels appearing unto 
Abraham. Of the three whose record agreed in 
one that according to God's promise Sarah 
should bear a son, and in him should all the 
nations of the earth be blessed ; of the angel 
who stayed the hand of Abraham when he was 
about to offer up his son, his only son Isaac, 
and called to him, saying, "Surely blessing I 
will bless thee .... because thou hast obeyed 
My voice ;" and of the angel that guided the 
steps of Abraham's servant to the country and 
to the kindred from whence, according to God's 
will, he should take back a wife for his master's 
son. 

Then we read of Jacob's dream as he slept 
with stones for his pillow on his journey to 
Padan-aram, whither he also went in obedience 
to the will of God. He dreamed, and behold 
there was a ladder set up on earth, and the 
top of it reached to heaven, and behold the 
angels of God ascending and descending on 
it 

Ascending to God with the needs and bur- 
dens and cares of His people whom they had 
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watched ; descending with His messages of 
grace and protection and help. ^ 

Hereafter we shall see a better sight than 
that, not in a dream, but with our outward 
eyes, "The heavens opened, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon the Son 
of man." 

Next we read of Jacob wrestling all night 
with the angel, and obtaining a better blessing 
than that for which he had supplanted his 
brother, and by so doing brought upon him- 
self trouble and fear and strife. 

"I will not let thee go except thou bless 
me." . . . . " And he blessed him there." 

It may be He was a greater than any angel, 
who, we read, refused to reveal His Name, but 
changed for ever the name of Jacob to Israel, 
" for as a prince hast thou power with God and 
with men, and hast prevailed. 

Time would fail, and indeed one would need 
the tongue or pen of an angel to tell of all the 
help and comfort and blessing God has given 
to His servants at the hands of these His 
messengers. Yet it helps us to remember 
them, and to know that the arm of our God is 
not shortened, and that the promise is to each 
one of God's children, and not to Christ alone. 
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" He shall give His angels charge over thee, 
to keep thee in all thy ways." 

And the prophets and men of God of old 
were not different from us in mortal nature. 
We too can understand Elijah, who, in the 
bitterness of his heart, went a day's journey 
into the wilderness and requested for himself 
that he might die. He who had known the 
power of the Lord, who was himself doing 
God's work on earth, grew weak in faith for 
a while ; and overcome with the sense of his 
loneliness in a world full of wickedness, became 
even rebellious and despairing. " It is enough : 
now, O Lord, take away my life.'^ 

Listen to the long suffering of the Lord. 
The angel of God appears, but does not chide 
him, only points out to him " a cake baken on 
the coals, and a cfuse of water at his head," 
and bids him "arise and eat." This seems to 
have been the only answer to his prayer, but 
in the strength of that meat he went forty days 
and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God. 
There the Lord strengthened his heart, caused 
His power to pass before him, and spoke to 
him in secret, telling him of his seven thousand 
brethren who were yet one with him in the 
worship of the true God of Israel. 
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And we never hear of Elijah praying that 
despairing prayer again. God answered it 
abundantly and tenderly, though not as Elijah 
meant. He was strengthened in body and 
soul, and instead of dying when his time came, 
he was translated that he should not see death. 

Can we not also draw help from this ? 

Does it not teach us to comfort others with 
tenderness and wisdom, as God and His angels 
do ? and we read of Him that " He upbraideth 
not" 

Again think of Daniel. He had fasted three 
full weeks, and prayed before the Lord with 
mourning and supplication for His people 
Israel. . We read that there remained no 
strength in him, neither was there breath left 
in him. But one, like unto the appearance of 
the sons of men, touched him and strengthened 
him and said, "Fear not, O Daniel, a man 
greatly beloved ; peace be unto thee. Be strong ; 
yea, be strong." 

Have we never heard those words when we 
have suffered ? and if so, have they not made 
all suffering light .^ "When He had spoken 
unto me," says Daniel, " I answered, Let my 
lord speak, for Thou hast strengthened me." 

Surely to be called by name, and to hear 



MINISTRY 0? ANGELS. IJ 

those words, " Fear not, Daniel, a man greatly 
beloved," would be a sevenfold recompense for 
all earthly suffering. How does the intense 
realisation of the love of God bring a joy that 
for the time annihilates all pain I 

Better to be weak and strengthened by an 
angel, than to walk alone strong and fearless. 
Let those words sink into our hearts. God is 
saying them to us day by day, teaching them 
to us when we are cast down and suffering like 
His child of old. "O man greatly beloved, 
fear not ; peace be unto thee ; be strong; yea, be 
strong." And are we not greatly beloved } " As 
the Father hath loved me, even so have I loved 
you;" and "the Father Himself loveth you.'* 
Again, "That the love wherewith Thou hast 
loved me may be in them and I in them." Oh, 
suffering teaches love, and God's love is the 
very life by which we live. How, then, shall 
we murmur at it ? Alas ! our eyes grow so dim 
with tears that we cannot lift them up to see 
the loving-kindness of the Lord. Like the dis- 
ciples of old we are heavy with sorrow, there- 
fore to us, as to them, no angel appears strength* 
ening us. Sorrow and prayer are right. God'iS 
servants have more sorrows than the children of 
this world — only let our sorrows open our hearts 

B 
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to God, and make us not deaf with grief, but 
quick to hear His voice. Let our prayers expect 
an answer, and not become feeble, or turn at 
last into mournful wails of misery. Though the 
heart be ever so broken, only let it cry to God 
and wait. " He healeth the broken in heart, 
and bindeth up their wounds." Yea, though 
the lips be dumb before the stroke of God, be- 
cause it is His doing, and they cannot murmur, 
and know not how to pray ; yet trust, and He 
shall put His words into thy mouth, and the 
tongue of the dumb shall sing. Oh thou that 
are greatly beloved, fear not ! " Perfect love,", 
says the apostle, " casteth out fear." " If ye 
loved me, ye would rejoice." Are not the sea- 
sons when we truly realise God*s love better 
even than the comfort of old, of the*ministry of 
angels } 

Look at Jacob, who, in his lifetime, had known 
the power and love of God, had been delivered 
in danger, had seen visions of angels, had com- 
muned with God (Gen. xxxv. 9), yet in his old 
age, overcome with sorrow and perplexity, he 
cries, "All these things are against me." Through 
the future, which was but as a shadow to him,, 
comes the answer (better than a vision of many; 
angels), "All things work together for good." 
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Jacob might, indeed, have said that afterwards* 
from experience. We know it in the midst of 
all our sufTerings, through faith. 

Not only in the Old Testament do we read -of 
the ministry of angels. We do not read of their) 
appearing to the disciples while Christ was on 
earth; yet we know that in that time of per- 
plexity, when their Lord was hidden from their, 
eyes, and the Comforter was not yet come, they 
who went early to the sepulchre " came saying, 
that they had seen a vision of angels, who said: 
that He was alive." 

So now, also (spiritually), we stand mourning- 
beside an empty tomb, calling upon our Lord;: 
and behold our eyes are opened, and we see 
angels in glittering raiment, and hear the voice: 
of Jesus calling us by name. Is it not so some-' 
times .^ Continually we seek the living among 
the dead, fixing our eyes on empty tombs, leav- 
ing our hearts and best affections there, when 
all around us are God's messengers of comfort, 
when, if we would but lift our eyes, we should see 
our risen Lord. And which do you think con-. 
soled Mary most — ^the angels in white garments, 
or the voice of her Lord ? 

No angel could have spoken these words to; 
her, ** Go to my brethren and say unto them, I 
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a3CQttd to my Fath^ and your Father, and to 
my God and you? God^" And if we have not 
the angels, we have this voice always. 

Did you ever think who were Christ's minis- 
ters on earth? Angels and women. Perhaps 
because Eve was first to yield to temptation, 
and offer the fruit of disobedience to Adam, 
she (that is, woman) was first in her especial 
ministry to her Redeemer, the second Adam. 
To her He appeared in the garden after His 
resurrection, not this time to rebuke, but to tell 
her, first of all, the news that should for ever 
multiply her }oys. As she had given Adam the 
forbidden fruit of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil, which opened his ^res to nought but 
mortality and sin, so into her hands was first 
committed the fruit (as it were) of the tree of! 
life, the knowledge of immortal good (John xx.^ 
17, 18). And perhaps since the time of our 
Lord, a special blessing has rested on the minis- 
try of women. 

Angels and women ministered unto our Lord. 
Angels are not far away from those who minis- 
ter to His people now, and we read, " Inasmuch 
as ye did it to the least of these my brethren, 
ye did it unto me." 

Are we not taught in teaching, and helped in 
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helping? and have not angels ministered with 
us, and to us, while we have fulfilled Christ's 
words ? 

Oh, they are not far away. If we did angels' 
work we should have angels' company. They 
are fellow-helpers, only they excel in strength, 
and we should be weak and helpless except 
through the power of God, 

Angels ministered unto Christ ; but we have 
a still better ministry,— even Him who washed 
the disciples' feet, who lifted the children in His 
arms, who gave life, and healed the sick,— the 
" Son of man " who came " to minister," who is 
exalted on the right hand of the Throne of the 
Majesty in the heavens, a Minister of the sanc<- 
tuary, or " of holy things," but who is the same 
Jesus still. 

And there is no pain so great that He cannot 
minister to it ; no trouble so small that it is 
beneath His ministry. 

He who washed the disciples' sOuls in His 
own blood, washed away also tke dust frofn 
their feet with His own hand. The weight of sin 
and the dust of this world are alike burdens, 
(have we not felt them so ?) and neither is the 
one too great^ or the other too small, for Him to 
take away. 
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Even after Christ had rteen to the Father, 
vand the Comforter had come, we still read of 
angels being sent to succour His people in 
times of special need. There was the angel 
who opened the prison doors and brought out 
Peter and the other apostles (Acts v. 19), 
because God in mercy would not have His 
people silenced, till some at least in Jerusalem 
had confessed Christ to be the glory of His 
people Israel. No wonder that after that de- 
liverance (it is written) "they ceased not to 
teach and to preach Jesus Christ," and we read 
that " the word of God increased ; and the 
number of the disciples multiplied in . Jerusalem 

■greatly; and a great company of the priests 
were obedient to the faith." Yet it was the 
priests who had committed them to prison, and 
had commanded them to be beaten. 

It may be that if the same days of persecu- 
tion returned we should have the same super- 
natural deliverances, the same angelic help; and 
that (humanly speaking) God sees that it is not 
needed now. 

Or it may be that He knows that such 
deliverances would not glorify Him now, that 

^men are slower to believe, more ready to scoff 
and to refuse a simple faith in what they cannot 
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understand than they were eighteen hundred 
years ago. If an angel rescued the Abyssinian 
captives* one night, should we acknowledge 
that it was an angel and glorify God ? If we had 
a vision, should we not be ashamed to confess it ? 

When the Son of man cometh, shall He find 
faith on the earth ? 

Yet surely when the Spirit of the Lord is 
poured out upon all flesh, the same signs and 
wonders that we might now despise and cavil 
at shall be manifested. In the days of which it 
is written " your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, 
your young men shall see visions," it may be 
that our eyes shall be opened, and God's mes- 
sengers shall walk among us again, before He 
sends His angels to gather together His elect 
from the four winds, from the east and from the 
west, from the north and from the south, to sit 
down in the kingdom of God. 

There will be no disbelieving the summons 
of those angels who come to gather the wheat 
into His garner, and to burn up the chaff with 
fire unquenchable. 

But God's angels are with us still. St 
Paul's words were not true of the apostles alone, 

* N,B, — This wa& written early in 1868. 
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"We are a spectacle to men and to angels." 
In a dream Jacob's eyes were opened to see the 
ladder that reached to heaven, and the angels 
ascending and descending. Hje did not see 
them always, we have never seen them, but 
they are ascending and descending still. 

The next time we read of an angel appearing 
(after the miraculous deliverance of the apostles) 
it was not to an apostle, but to a Gentile, 
These are the words of Cornelius, " Four days 
ago I was fasting until this hour : and at the 
ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, behold a 
man stood before me in bright clothing, and 
said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine 
alms are had in remembrance in the sight of 
God." We do not know what he prayed for, 
but very wonderful and joyful those words must 
have been to him. Oh, how we have wished 
sometimes to hear a voice calling us by name, 
telling us " Thy prayer is heard." How often 
have we said with Jeremiah, " Thou hast covered 
Thyself with a cloud, that our prayers should 
not pass through." How often have we waited 
in vain (as it seemed) for an answer,^ "Wilt 
thou be altogether to me as a liar, and as waters 
that fail," has been the cry of our hearts some- 
times. "Verily, Thou art a God that hidest 
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Thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour." And 
yet, if we look into God's words we will see that 
we are nearer to God, in one sense, than Cor- 
nelius could have been, for we need no heavenly 
messenger to assure us that our prayers are 
heard. We only need faith. Not having that, 
it may be that we should not be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead 

Unless God had sent an angelic form and 
voice, how could Cornelius have been told, in 
immediate answer to his prayer, to " send men 
to Joppa and call for one Simon, whose sur- 
name is Peter; he shall tell thee what thou 
oughtest to do." 

Cornelius had, in all probability, not so much 
as heard of Simon Peter; and how could Peter 
have been in his house two days afterwards 
telling him all the " words of this life " if it had 
hot been through especial divine and miraculous 
interposition. It may be, too, that Peter would 
not have come to the house of Cornelius if he 
had not sent for him on the strength of a Divine 
command ; for Peter was not the apostle of the 
Gentiles. 

I think we learn two things here — first. That 
angels are no respecters of persons. When God 
stods His messengers, it may be to Jew or 
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Gentile, high or low, rich or poor, male or 
female. Many that angels ministered to, their 
human brethren have despised and thought 
hardly of. It may be that some, even in this 
present day, have angels for their only helpers, 
next to God. 

Again, we learn that men, not angels, are 
called upon by God to show to their fellow-men 
the way of life. The angel might have preached 
the gospel to Cornelius, but instead of this he 
told him to send for Simon Peter. 

I do not think there is a single instance in 
the Bible of an angel preaching the gospel or 
converting one human soul. (Perhaps the 
nearest approach to this is the song of the 
angels on the night of Christ's nativity.) They 
might have done so, we know. Surely the voice 
of an angel would have convinced multitudes, 
but God would not have it so. Angels help us 
in our work, but they do not do it for us. Men 
may " eat angels' food," but they must go out 
and gather it for themselves, and not for them- 
selves alone. God's Son died for men ; to men 
He said, " Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature." 

To men who crucified Christ it is given to 
preach His life, to cause Him joy as they hid 
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once caused Him sorrow, to bring life to their 
fellow-men, through Him to whom they had 
once given death. 

Women ministered to Christ on earth ; it is 
for them to minister to His people still. But it 
is men in particular who forsook, rejected, and 
crucified Him, that are to spread His glory and 
to hasten his kingdom now. 

To us the angels do not appear, and our 
prayers seem often for a time unheard. Yet 
we have Christ's promise, " Whatsoever ye ask 
in prayer believing ye shall receive ;" and again 
St John says, " If we know that He hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the 
petitions that we desired of Him." It is only 
want of faith that prevents us being as certain 
that God answers our prayers when they are 
" according to His will," as we could be if an 
angel appeared to us each time telling us our 
prayer was heard. I do not say that God al- 
ways sends us the answer at once, for I do not 
believe He does, only if we had faith enough 
we should be quite, quite sure that the answer 
was coming, and would not grow wearied or 
despair. I do think God leaves us for a while 
without the blessings which are as daily food to 
our souls, that He sees how our souls pant after 



28 THOUGHTS ON THE 

Him^ and hears how earnestly we call upon His 
name, and yet He answers us not. I believe 
He would have His children have a strong and 
fervent faith in His promise that no delay could 
shake. It is but a little faith that expects to 
receive what it has just asked for, but it is a 
great faith that still expects confidently what it 
has long waited for. Truly, in the words of the 
apostle, we have need that our faith and hope 
should be in God With the strong faith of 
God's people of old we must *' against hope be- 
lieve in hope," and it shall be counted unto us 
for righteousness. And, after the trial of our 
faith, shall come at last the abundant answer, 
the joy and the ministry of angels. 

"Angels came and ministered unto Him." 
Oh, there is such a thing still I Not visibly, 
even as our Lord is not with us visibly ; but as 
truly as Christ is with His people, so are His 
* angel-guards around them stilL We know the 
one by faith, let us believe the other too. Do 
you remember when Daniel was cast into the 
lion's den, he says, " My God hath sent His 
angel and shut the lions' mouths that they have 
not hurt me." It may be that Daniel had not 
seen the angel at all, but seeing that the lions' 
mouths were shut he knew that the hand of 
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God was there^ and that an angel was with 
him in the den. We read that " no manner of 
hurt was found upon him because he believed in 
his Godr 

And how often may angels have guarded and 
protected us (literally) and we knew it not? 
" Surely the Lord is in this place/* said Jacob, 
when he awoke after his dream, " and I knew it 
not." 

How often has a special strength been given 
us when we did not expect it, and had not even 
prayed for it.^ how often has fear been taken 
away and danger averted, or unexpected joy 
sent to us, as it were, straight from the hand of 
God? 

We too, spiritually^ have known deliverances 
a§ great as that of the apostle of old. We 
have, as it were, " slept in prison, bound with 
two chains." We wake and the chains have 
fallen off, and we are following an angel through 
the open gates into the city; and yet, like Peter, 
know not if that was true which was done by 
the angel, only that whereas we were "so fast 
in prison," that we could not get forth, we are 
now at liberty in *^a large place." 

And 1 do not speak of spiritual deliverances 
only; I believe the. angels deliver us literally 
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from peril how, as they did in days gone hy; 
only we cannot see them, nor can we always 
tell what is a miracle and what is not. If we 
saw the angels of the Lord encamping round 
lis, and delivering us, should we not say it was 
a miracle ? yet David tells us they are there. 
And we know that we have been delivered in 
peril over and over again, why should we not 
then believe it was by them ? 

It was only when Elisha's servant's eyes were 
opened by the Lord that he could see the 
chariots and horses of fire that encompassed the 
mountain (2 Kings vi. 17); yet they were 
already there, unseen, protecting the man of 
God. 

I often think if little children's "eyes were 
opened" they would see angels round them.; 
How wonderfully little children are preserved in! 
danger, when we think how every little thing is 
great to them, and how often they stray to the 
brink of even great dangers. 

And may it not be the angels who bring us 
new joy and strength in the morning, when 
sometimes, after a night of weariness, we yet 
wake up, refreshed in body and soul.^ 

Have we not heard the voices of the angels, 
or of One greater than the angels, sometimes at 
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least in the silence of the evening, wheil we 
have been alone with sorrow, weariness, or pain, 
and yet have felt within us a new life of joy and 
rest and happiness that no human strength, 
could give ? 

I think, to God's people, angels are near 
them in their childhood to protect them in. 
youth, to strengthen them in the hot noon-tide 
of middle life, to be fellow-workers with them^ 
helping them to bear the burden and the heat 
of the day, and in age to comfort them. For 
the angels must have such sympathy with age 
(I think we see in* the faces of some old men 
and women, the same touch of heavenliness a& 
in the face of a little child), seeing it brings the; 
souls that they have watched through life, close 
to the land whence they themselves have come. 
I should think the place of all others, most 
guarded and shadowed by angels, was the 
valley we sometimes dread (but we shall not 
when we see it), the valley of the shadow of 
death. 

Oh, God's angels are willing to be with us if 
we are willing and ready to have them as our 
companions ; if we are pure and believing as 
little children, if we are ready to join in 
fellowship with them, "doing His command- 
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merits and hearkening unto the voice of His 
word." 

I think when we stand face to face with the 
angels at last in the kingdom of our Father, 
when we know as we are known, then we shall 
see and believe how they have kept and guarded 
and protected us. Of the children of Israel it is 
said that "The angel of His Presence saved 
them," but for us, as well as for them, it is 
written, "Are they not all ministering spirits 
sent forth to minister for them who shall be 
heirs of salvation ? " 

Some have "entertained angels unawares" 
— there may be a deeper meaning there than 
at first we see. Christ says that in mini- 
stering to His brethren we are ministering to 
Him ; it may be, that in helping one another we 
are helping angels. We are, at least, doing 
angels' work, and have not some who are angels 
now been mortal men on earth? "I am thy 
fellow-servant," said the angel to St John, "and 
of thy brethren the prophets, and of them 
which keep the sayings of this book." 

And the help we can give each other is so 
great! I doubt if a whole vision of angels 
could give the help and comfort tiiat sometimes 
the love and sympathy of one human heart can 
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give. How we can help each other ! I believe 
God has given to each of us a power of " help- 
ing" — ministering to each other, whether by 
teaching, loving, or strengthening, that we rarely 
if ever exhaust,, that is well-nigh limitless. 
There are a thousand ways in which we help 
each other, utterly unconsciously it may be. 
By our very life and look and influence, if we 
are God's children, as well as by our wisdom, 
strength, and love. We help each other by 
our weaknesses, by the sorrows that teach us 
to understand, the temptations that teach us to 
forgive, by the sympathy that we have learnt 
through suffering. We are good angels to each 
other sometimes, as only those who have beea 
helped can tell, or those who in helping have 
experienced an angel's joy. 

We read of our Lord, " When the devil had 
ended all the temptation he departed from Him 
for a season. And, behold, angels came and 
ministered unto Him." Temptations are laid 
before us in many ways, and the ministry of 
angels is possible, not at angels' hands alone^ 
The next time we read of our Lord being 
tempted, it was by Simon Peter (Matt. xvi. 22,, 
23), and the next time he was ministered to>. it 

was by women. 

C 
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May God teach us to be to each other all 
He would have us to be, — to be like Him who 
was our "minister," to be like His angels who 
are "ministering spirits." Doing His work and 
following in His footsteps, we shall also share 
His joy who was anointed with the " oil of 
gladness, above His fellows." And His work 
is our work, none the less ours because He has 
done it best, or because we follow feebly, and 
are powerless in our own strength. 

We, too, are " anointed " * to preach (in some 
measure) good tidings unto the meek, to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to comfort those that 
mourn, to appoint unto them the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness, to say unto men that are cast 
down " there is lifting up ;" for the promise is 
unto us, and not to Christ alone. " My spirit 
that is upon Thee, and my words which I have 
put in Thy mouth shall not depart out of Thy 
mouth, nor out of the mouth of Thy seedy nor out 
of the mouth of Thy seed's seed, saith the Lord 
from henceforth." 

We, too, like the angels, may be messengers 
that " bring good tidings," that publish peace, 
that bring good tidings of good, and together 

* I John ii. 27. , 
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with them we shall sing when we see eye to eye, 
and the Lord has brcfught again Sion. 

To us, not to the angels, it is given to men- 
tion the loving-kindness of the Lord. We 
who have known His loving-kindness which 
He shed on us abundantly, ought to know 
how to comfort and help others; we who 
have known His comfort ought not to be cast 
down ourselves, at least not utterly. For 
though we hear no voices of angels, and though 
all human help and sympathy fail as a broken 
reed, still we have the voice of our God. 

" I, even I, am He that comforteth you," and 
though the temptation be ever so long, and the 
wilderness ever so lonely, yet surely and cer- 
tainly, at last and for ever, the devil shall 
depart from us, and angels come and minister 
unto us. 



"FULFILLING THE DESIRES OF THE 
FLESH AND OF THE MIND." 



We need ao explaaations of the " desires of the 
flesh," but it is perhaps a thought which we do 
not realise,, that the " desires of the mind " may 
be sinful in the sight of God. 

The body is not the whole, nor the greatest 
part of man ; the mind, spirit, and soul must be 
obedient to God*s will, purified by His Spirit 
and kept holy through His grace ; or their 
"desires" (however beautiful or praiseworthy 
they may appear in the sight of men), are ruled 
by " the spirit that now worketh in the children 
of disobedience" (see Eph, ii. 2, 3), and are 
but vain and sinful in the sight of God. 

"The desires of the mind." We are apt to 
think that though sin may darken the soul and 
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defile the " temple of God," yet that our minds 
and intellects are completely in our own keep- - 
ing, and out of the reach of temptation and the 
power and devices of the deviL We afe too 
often proud of our minds and intellects, as 
though they were our own possessions, which 
we may either give up to God or keep merely 
for our own glory, or use for the supposed good 
of our fellow-men. We talk of " cultivating " 
our minds, of " enlarging " them, of " neglect- 
ing " them, but we too seldom think that this 
" mind," with its wishes and its desires — this in- 
tellect, with its powers and its activity — is either 
one of the greatest weapons the devil can use in 
our hands for doing ourselves and others harm, 
or one of the truest marks of the seal of God's 
Spirit ; for to be carnally-minded is death, but to 
be spiritually-minded is life— and not life only 
— " Life and Peace." 

We have an idea that the "soul" is a thing 
quite separate in itself, a thing to say prayers 
about, a thing to hope in God's mercy for, a 
thing to trust in Christ's blood to cleanse. 
This done (more or less earnestly), and the ten 
commandments kept, and the grosser tempta- 
tions and "desires of the flesh" resisted, we 
think (that is, the generality of men think), that 
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there is no more to be done or fought against 
We say of our minds, as they of old did of 
their lips, "They are our own; who is lord over 
them ? " This is not God's religion, but Man's 
delusion. We must not come to Christ to 
have our sQuls washed that we may be com- 
fortable ; or strive to obey God's command- 
ments, because otherwise our conscience pricks 
us ; and then, having satisfied ourselvesy live 
with unrenewed minds and hearts, "walking 
after the course of this world," and bringing no 
glory, but dishonour, to the cause of God. 

Men do not see our souls. The heart- 
knowledge that our souls are saved will not 
bring glory to God. The Spirit of truth has not 
said only, " Come to Christ to have your sins 
washed away, and then strive to commit sin no 
more," or the New Testament would be short 
It has shown us that God requires a perfect 
giving up of the whole being, a submission of 
the will, the heart, the mind unto Himself, 
while He in return promises not alone to 
cleanse but to renew, purify, and inspire us, and 
mould us again after His image, in proportion 
as we surrender ourselves truly and unreservedly 
to Him. 

He does not work from the outside ; nor can 



FLESH AND OF THE MIND. 39 

we, as it were, make the outside pure and keep 
the inside for ourselves. He comes to dwell in 
us if we are His children, to make His abode 
with us, to influence and inspire our wishes, 
thoughts, and actions, to fashion our minds 
according to His will, and bring "into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ." 

I do not say that this is easy and impercept- 
ible, and accomplished at once. But I do say that 
once the desire of a soul is to serve God in all 
things, God will teach that soul to serve Him. 
God will deepen its love, God will strengthen its 
faith, in the end God will sanctify it wholly. 
And the difficulties and sorrows of this life, the 
darkness and temptations of the world, yea, 
even the " fiery trial " itself, which to the soul, 
in its agony, appears not "common to man,*' 
will but strengthen a thousandfold the longing 
of the soul once given to God, to be more 
wholly His. For our falls should only teach us 
how in Him alone is our peace, and how terrible 
it is when any shadow of sin or doubt hides Him 
from our eyes in whose love alone we rest. 
Each time of trial and misery has a voice that 
speaks to the earnest Christian, telling him of 
the love and help of God that strengthens him 
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to pass through every trial, and yet looks 
forward hopefully. 

^' Let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus." Oh, the mind is not a thing to 
be thought little of, for it is the power that 
influences the whole life and conduct of each 
man. The mind of each of us is expressed 
in our life and actions ; it must come under the 
rule either of God or of the devil. The mind of 
a man is as the sap of the tree running from the 
stem even into the uttermost twigs and leaves ; 
nothing is too small to be affected and governed 
by it. The mind God must have to sanctify, or 
the devil must have to poison. And can a 
fountain send forth both sweet water and bitter ? 

From a poisoned mind what healing can flow 
to man ? It is true, indeed, that God gives rich 
gifts of intellect to those who are not His 
servants ; but without His grace and blessing 
they bring but little joy to the possessor, and 
cannot even enable him to acknowledge thank- 
fully the source from whence they come. What 
is intellect.? The power of the mind to ap- 
preciate, construct (by this I mean "put to- 
gether ''), or create; but if the mind knows 'not 
wAai to appreciate, and cannot construct or 
create that which is helpful and good, it follows 
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that its power will only be for harm, and in no 
way a blessing, until the Spirit of God is there 
to guide and animate it 

All genius, all depth of mind, all powers of 
comprehension I believe to be God's gifts, as 
truly as beauty of form or some one particular 
talent ; and it is wonderful, I think, to see how 
these gifts strive as it were in the darkness of 
man's heart to show their origin from the 
Father of lights, who bestowed them upon His 
children, that they might better understand 
Him, and grow up more perfectly into His 
image — for remember, wisdom, and not good- 
ness only, comes from Him. It is wonderful, I 
say, to see how these gifts seem to strive in the 
darkness to wake the soul of man to " feel after 
Him and find Him." They are, in some de- 
gree, a part of the Divine nature (inasmuch as 
every good and every perfect gift is from above, 
and Cometh down from the Father of lights), 
and would point upward to Him from whom 
they came — and de sometimes, for God speaks 
and works by all means. God's gifts are good 
— from the very light we see and air we breathe, 
to the power of thought we reverence, the 
inspiration of poetry and art we admire, the 
music we delight in. They are messengers 
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sent to speak to us of Him — ^yet the mind 
where they dwell and He dwells not, is in dark- 
ness and knoweth not light. 

The mind is the " eye," of which it may be 
said, *' If thine eye be single, thy whole body 
shall be full of light," but " if the light which is 
in thee be darkness (^>., thy greatest light be 
darkness in the sight of God), how great is titat 
darkness'' Is there any thing more sorrowful 
than these words (if we take them in connection 
with a human mind, that God would have had 
for his own dwelling-place), "And the ruin of 
that house was great." God does not love us 
better for having little minds. Yet let none 
dare to say He loves us less. 

He would have our soul, and heart, and mind 
His consecrated dwelling-place. He would 
bless and multiply all our powers, talents, and 
gifts, if we would but yield them up unto His 

guidance, desiring heartily to do His will. He 
would have His children ** perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works." He, the God of 
peace, would sanctify us wholly. 
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" Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ" 

"Peace with God." "I wish I could under- 
stand that," I thought, " but I cannot." I can 
understand the "being justified by faith," and 
the knowledge that our sins are washed away- 
filling us with love and thankfiilness to Him — 
but the peace is taken away by having sinned. 
How can we be at peace when one knows one has 
done what is wrong.? Even if God forgives, 
there is no peace with one's-self. 

It was a dark night, and I sat alone in my 
room, with just the light of one candle. Every- 
thing looked dim, and gloomy, and mournful. 
It seemed as if it was the same in my heart 
also, only at the door of that stood two power- 
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ful Angels, each waiting for admission, and 
seeming in turn to answer my thoughts. 

If I could only understand that " peace with 
God !" I said to myself, " for it seems as if there 
could be no peace while there is such sorrow for 
sin, as if I could only be at peace if all my sins 
were taken away, and I could know that I 
should never sin again any more." Then it 
seemed as if the Angel of Love answered me. 

" His name shall be called Jesus, for He shall 
save His people from their sins!' 

**Yes, I know He is willing to save them 
from their sins — He died to make them pure — 
but if they go wrong of their own will after 
that, how much more terrible it is } 

Angel of Fear. — " ' If we sin wilfully after we 
have received the knowledge of the truth, there 
remaineth no more sacrifice, but a certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment' 'This is the 
condemnation, that they who have received light 
have erred from it ; ' for this cause they are left 
in darkness with their sorrow, afterwards." 

This was a terrible thought. " It is true,*' I 
said. " I have always felt when I have done 
wrong, that I am left alone afterwards." 

Love. — "I will never leave thee nor forsake 
thee." 
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" But if we leave Him/* I said, " then surely 
He leaves us, though He loves us still ? '* 

Love, — " He goeth after that which is lost, 
until He find it." 

" But if He finds it doing that which is con- 
trary to His will } " 

" When He hath found it. He layeth it on 
His shoulders, rejoicing." 

"But," I answered, "it is His very wonderful 
love and goodness that makes it so unbearable 
to have sinned — to have done that which is 
against His will, and for which (however much 
more we may love Him for forgiving us), we 
cannot forgive ourselves.** 

Love, — " Do you think after the prodigal son 
had come home, and his father had fallen on 
his neck and- kissed him, and killed for him the 
fatted calf, and put the best robe upon him, 
that he still stood gloomy and silent, thinking 
in his heart, * The love my father has shown me 
IS too great. I am too unworthy— I cannot 
forgive myself.' If he had said that, he would 
in truth have been making himself more just 
than God ! He was not worthy^ but his father, 
who had forgiven him, could make him worthy. 
His sins were past now, and he could not 
think of them, he could only rejoice in the 
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new-found, infinite, immeasurable love of his 
father." 

"But if the prodigal son had never gone 
away, it would have been better," I said ; " and 
I cannot bear to think I have not done the 
best." 

" Is that pride } " said the Angel. " Why do 
you want to do the best } '* 

"Because I cannot bear to know I have 
fallen short of the highest right — all my life I 
have felt that It is not pride. If I have one 
desire given me of God, it is this, the desire to do 
right. But then that turns into torture when I 
have gone wrong — and it always seems to me 
that there is no comfort possible. For even 
God's forgiveness and help do not bring one 
peace. It is such a disappointment ! and then 
there is the terrible fear that one may go wrong 
again." 

" Why do you go wrong } " said the Angel. 

" Because for the time I prefer wrong to right, 
or else I do not see at the time what is wrong and 
what is right, and so choose the wrong way, 
and only find it out afterwards in bitter sorrow." 

" Sorrow for what } " said the Angel. 

" For having sinned." 

" Against yourself or God ? " 
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" Against God," I answered. 

"Then you confess your sin, do you not ? and 
ask Him to forgive you ? ' If any man sin we 
have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the Righteous, and He is the Propitiation for 
our sins.' ' If we confess our sins He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.' Then sorrow is 
past, and we have only reason for gratitude and 
infinite child-like love." 

" Still," I said, " He cannot say we have not 
sinned, and it is the having sinned that makes 
me miserable." 

"That is pride," said the angel. "You are 
putting yourself above God, your own forgive- 
ness before His. He says, *I have put away 
your sins.' You say, * I feel them still' It is 
rebellion also, for He says, 'You are pure 
through My forgiveness and Christ's righteous- 
ness.' You say, * I am not pure, because I am 
not in myself perfect, and because I feel I have 
sinned.' You desire the perfection of the 
angels, and would make the sacrifice of Christ, 
of none effect, through pride." 

In my heart I thought, " Is this true ? " and a 
new light seemed to break in upon me and cast 
out some of the shadows. Still, I thought, "Zr 
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it pride that makes* one so full of sorrow for sin, 
even while one feels God's love— because one 
loves Him so, and cannot b'ear to think one has 
not in all things done His will. It is the very- 
depth of His love that makes this thought so 
bitter. 

"But," said the Angel, "if you had sinned 
against a friend you loved, and that friend 
forgave you, and in his forgiveness of your sin 
showed you how much he had loved you, 
would not your love for him afterwards cast 
out all bitter feeling, even of your own sin } 
You would not think of that — the feeling of 
your friend's love would be too great, and your 
own love to him would leave no room for any- 
other feeling." 

" I can almost understand that," I said " I 
think it would be so if one could believe in 
one's friend loving one more ! But it seems to 
me that sin always takes away love — I think I 
feel as if it must be so with God even." 

"No," said the Angel, "where sin abounded 
grace did much more abound ; " it might have 
been love. ' God so loved the world.' ' As the 
Father hath loved Me, even so have I loved 
you.' The disciples had sinned too, you 
knoiv;'^ 
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" I do not know how it is," I answered, " but 
where I love very much I always feel so utterly 
below that which I love, and as if I was not 
worthy to be loved back again as earnestly. 
And yet I have continually a fear of the love 
that I receive growing less, because I am not 
worthy of it. I feel this with human love, and 
with God's love also. That love is dearer than 
anything in life to me, and life would be dark- 
ness without it ; but when I sin I seem to go 
farther from Him, and I feel as if He must be 
going farther away from me. This is the 
misery that I cannot get out of. It is as if He 
left me to myself — and * myself ' is what I hate, 
then — and, looking at it, I think He cannot 
love me either." 

" Then," said the Angel, " the truth of the 
matter is that you will not believe in the love 
of God. His love does not change because yoti 
sin — ^true human love even will not. He loves 
yx>u whether you sin or not; if it is possible, He 
loves you more when you come to Him for 
forgiveness, and ask Him to keep you closer to 
Himself. He loves you when you hate your- 
self and fear Him, and He is never far off from 
you. It is only because you do not believe in 
His love, that it seems so. If your love to Him 
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was perfect, you could not hate yourself, for you 
are His child ; you would not think about your- 
self. You could not fear that He would cease 
to love you — ^you would not even be cast down 
by fear of sinning in the future, for you would 
not think of the future, but of His present love, 
and you would love Him too much not to be 
able to trust all hidden things to Him. Pray 
to Him for more perfect love. Pray to Him to 
cast out the fear that keeps you from being the 
child He would have you. " Perfect love casteth 
out fear, because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love." 

Then it seemed as if the Angel of fear, who 
(having entered into my heart) had spoken in 
my thoughts all along, flew out into the night 
And outside my heart there was but One that 
knocked, and to Him I opened. And no longer 
was it night, but brightness within. 

Still my book lay open at those words — 
" Have peace with God." And in my heart a 
voice answered, " Have faith in God." 
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''The sin more or less common to all the human 
race ; that sin which we all have in some form 
or other, whether visible or hidden." I know 
this is said, and said by those who have more 
wisdom and knowledge of human hearts than I 
can ever have. Yet, although I believe that 
the rudiments of all sins may be found in these 
evil hearts of ours, why pride should be 
singled out as the one of all others to be found 
constantly inhabiting the heart of every man, I 
know not. I believe it is because we knew it to 
be such a hidden thing, and so difficult to 
recognise, that we give each man credit for it, 
whether it is really there or not. Perhaps, also, 
this is why St Paul does not enumerate it 
among "the works of the flesh" which ^^are 
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manifest^ If pride be indeed the overruling 
sin of the human race, it is not, on the whole, 
very often mentioned in Scripture. If you look 
at the references from those "works of the 
flesh" mentioned in Galatians, you will find 
catalogues of other sins, but not pride. In fact, 
pride is not so much a sin, as a feeling in the 
heart that leads to sin — a feeling so powerful 
that it may turn a virtue into sin; but, as we all 
know it so well, I need not describe it. 

Though pride is not mentioned often by the 
apostles among other sins, our Lord does not 
omit it when speaking to His disciples of the 
evil things that come from within and defile a 
man. And none knew the human heart in any 
degree as He did. You know He sums up the 
list of "evil things" by these three, — "blas^. 
phemy, pride, foolishness." I think when prkJe 
13 allowed to dwell and take root in the heart of 
man, it is scarcely distinguishable from these 
two other evils.. 

Time would fail us to enumerate aU the 
injunctions to humility through the whole Word 
of God ; above all, in the New Testament It is 
the lesson of the gospel. To bxj Christ^s, we 
must become as "little children/' and from the. 
very beginning through our whole life, from the 
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new birth to our entrance into glory, we must 
ever learn, step by step, and day by day, how 
in ourselves we are utterly nothing, how in 
Christ alone we are " more than conquerors." 

Pride is not compatible with Christianity. 
Pride shuts the door to Christ Its kingdom h 
the human heart, and there it will reign su- 
preme, and Christ may stand it the door in 
vain and knock To Him we must come on 
Our knees, as little children, offering our hearts, 
worthless and dark indeed, to be made spotless 
and pure by Him, to be henceforth His dwelling- 
place, and His only. And where Christ enters 
pride has dominion no longer. "But," you may 
say, " pride is the sin, of all others, that lurks in 
the heart of Christians — it rebels and disputes 
against the law of Christ to the end, ever ready 
to take power to itself and reign." No, I do 
not believe it. The Christian man may sin, 
may fall into pride (so to speak), may in a 
moment of error be puffed up by pride, but 
pride does not dwell in his heart, if Christ be 
there. Pride can have no abiding influence in 
his heart Pride is the mark of the fallen 
nature, it is the fruit of rebellion and sin — the 
absence of pride is the mark of the new birth 
" The pride of life," says St John, " is not of the 
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Father, but of the world;" it is incompatible 
with the Spirit of the Father; therefore I cannot 
see that pride is the besetting sin of Christians, 
though I know it is looked upon as such. 

I do not see that the Christian is more likely 
to sin in pride than in untruth, or unbelief, 
or covetousness, or uncharitableness. Nay, I 
believe the latter sins to be the most pre- 
dominating, and I do think, if we read the New 
Testament without prejudice, we shall see that 
the apostles thought so too. 

I think, if you had spoken to the apostles of 
a proud Christian, they would very much have 
doubted if he were one at all. Almost all the 
rebukes of pride in the New Testament are to 
the enemies of Christ ; but we continually read 
of doubting Christians, and fearing Christians, 
and Christians who seek too constantly for the 
gain of this present world, or who are led away 
by evil tempers and angry passions from the 
likeness of Christ their Lord. 

A few words more, and I have done. I think 
the belief in pride, as a continual influence in 
all our hearts, makes us judge one another 
hardly, and also keeps us back from making 
the most of ourselves. For example, I have 
heard denounced as "pride" that feeling in a 
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man which makes him go constantly to hear 
God*s Word, and to places where he will meet 
God's people — that leads him to open his own 
lips to speak before others, at all times, of the 
goodness of God; and that gives him a confi- 
dence (always evident) of his own salvation. 
You say, " This disagreeable man is, I know, a 
very good Christian, but it is very clear that 
pride is his besetting sin." It may not be so at 
all, but simple love to God and of God's things, 
combined with natural overbearingness, want of 
tact, and an utter incapability of understanding 
or appreciating more sensitive natures. The 
man may be as humble at heart as the most 
retiring Christian. 

Again, another man doubts and will not 
believe in the forgiveness of his sins. "Ah," 
yoa say, "that is pride. You want to work 
out a righteousness for yourself, and you will 
not be content to receive God's righteousness, 
free and simple and all-sufficient. Pride is 
keeping you back." 

But you may be mistaken. It may be he 
does not accept God's pardon, because (though 
from the depths of his heart he is yearning for 
forgiveness), to him it seems all too great and 
good to be accepted. If he could but believe 
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God's love, as you do, he would be too joyful : 
but he has fallen too much from his own know- 
ledge of what was right, is too low and un- 
worthy in his own eyes to believe in the infinite 
power and love of God to cleanse, and forgive, 
and raise him up again. This is not pride. It 
is sin, it is unbelief, it is fear, but it is not 
pride ; and the man who looks to you for help 
will be only crushed if you call it pride. When 
he has learnt to believe and trust God's love, 
he will rejoice in more utter abnegation of self 
than you perhaps could know. 

Again, this belief in pride, as a constant 
motive and influence in our own hearts, keeps 
us back from making the most of ourselves. 
Supposing you have a talent (and here for an 
instant stop and ask yourself seriously. Was it 
the devil or our heavenly Father who gave us 
our talents.^) and that there is one particular 
thing that you do well and can excel in. 
Something says to you, '* You are growing too 
fond of this, you will be proud of it, and you 
will be led into sin;" and, having an earnest 
desire to serve God faithfully, you lay aside 
your talent lest it should be a snare to you, and 
teach yourself to be content with lesser power. 
Do not mistake me when I say, I believe this is 
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a temptation of the devil. Inasmuch as God 
gives us our talents to bring us as near to perfec- 
tion as we can, and to use to His glory, the 
devil tries to keep us back from the true use of 
them. He causes us to fail through indolence, 
false humility (or self-distrust, which prevents 
us attempting that which we might fail in), or 
pride. Often he urges us to give them up from 
fear of pride. This is wrong. God tells us 
that pride is sinful, but he gives us His grace to 
enable us to subdue it. He also tells us to 
" be perfect," not to be unprofitable servants, to 
see that our one pound in the end gains him ten 
pounds (if it be possible), and it will be no 
excuse to say that we have remained idle from 
fear of pride. 

Do not be afraid of excelling, if God made 
you with powers that can excel ; but, be sure of 
this, that the true excellence is to be child-like 
and Christ-like. Without this we may have all 
gifts and be nothing; «///A this all our virtues, 
gifts, and talents shall redound to the glory of 
God. And nothing is so strong an advocate 
against pride as a talented gifted person with- 
out pride. Remember this, and be not afraid 
of your talents, but take new heart to exercise 
them, remembering who it is who is with you. 
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who has given you every "good and perfect 
gift" He will never refuse to give you more 
and more of the grace of humility also. Do 
not be afraid of the desire after perfection — 
• that is not pride, but a desire implanted by 
God's Holy Spirit, and that shall, in truth, one 
day be satisfied. God does not keep us back 
from being what He would have us to be, but 
we keep ourselves back. And, as I have said 
before, Satan would keep us back, and this false 
fear of pride is sometimes one of his tempta- 
tions and hindrances. Satan does not wish to 
see us come as near divine perfection as re- 
deemed human beings can. 

Do not listen to him. God is stronger than 
Satan. Listen to our Lord's own words, "Be 
ye therefore perfect^ even as your Father in 
heaven is perfect." Nothing should be allowed 
to come between us and God; but I do not 
think it is wrong to desire, and that earnestly, 
any gift. It is not wrong to desire and strive 
after (as far as may be) perfect strength and 
perfect beauty ; and I put these as the two lowest 
gifts, being of the body and not of the mind. 
Neither body, soul, or spirit can be too perfect. 
God would have us "perfect," divinely good, 
and beautiful (as far as in us lies), and we are 
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not wrong in striving after this. Nor should 
the fear of pride keep us back, for people are as 
proud of their imperfections often, as of the 
points where they excel. 

And we may carry this principle into very 
small things. God gave me my strength, and I 
desire to perfect it I must not, merely for my 
own gratification, do that which is bad for me. 
I must be patient in illness, " temperate in all 
things," endeavouring to perfect the strength 
God has given me for the glory of God, and for 
the welfare and delight of my fellow-men. For, 
remember, " we help each other by our strength, 
not by our weakness." 

And the same with beauty also. Beauty is 
God's gift, why should we not desire it, and 
desire to perfect it ? I believe God would have 
His children beautiful, and that they all may 
be beautiful, more or less. '* Let the beauty of 
the Lord our God be upon us " was the prayer 
of Moses, the man of God. Believe me, if we 
have God's likeness inside, He will not let us 
have the devil's likeness outside. But He 
would have us cherish and preserve this like- 
ness. Dear friend, whoever you are, that are 
made so that God and men find delight in 
beholding you, do not think your beauty is a 
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small gift, to be thrown down and trampled 
on, for fear of the stain of pride. God keep you 
from that stain, or you will no longer be beauti- 
ful. God give you His stainless beauty in 
heart and soul and mind, and teach you to 
value aright His gift, not under-estimate, or 
cloud with pride that whereon He has laid His 
finger. 

You may smile at me, but do you know I think 
if we were better Christians we should be more 
beautiful. Some of us who feel how the beauty 
God once gave them has been changed by 
indolence and self-indulgence, will know that I 
speak truth. Do not think these things are too 
trivial to write about — ^they are not too trivial 
to act upon. 

Oh, in these days, we think too much about 
pride, we think too much about doctrine and the 
mote in our brother's eye. We think too little 
of going " on unto perfection^ We write, we 
think, we speak, but we do not act out in our 
lives the principles we hold. We are not 
" changed from glory to glory," growing in the 
divine image day by day. We do not live as 
though we loved and knew God as we do. 

Let us throw away our pride with our dead 
selves, with the old nature that is crucified with 
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Christ; let us "go on unto perfection." Let us 
live as true partakers of the divine nature." 

Through the strength of God let us aim at 
nothing short of the standard Christ Himself 
has set before us. " Be ye therefore perfect." 

Do not think that aiming at this will make 
you proud. In the end, from our hearts, we 
shall say, "We are unprofitable servants; we 
have not done that which it was our duty to do." 
Yet God grant we may hear His words, — 
<*Well done, good and faithful servant: enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord." 
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" Fear not." These words rang through my 
heart as I shut my Bible and sat thinking. 
And I fear so often, and have known so many 
fears ! Fears of sin, fears of my own weakness, 
still worse, fears of my own strength, fears of 
sorrow and pain, fears of death, still stronger 
fears of life, fears of failing in what I want 
most, fear of losing that which I most seek 
after, fear of the days to come, fear of the 
haunting past, fears for the present, and, above 
all, the continual torturing fear of one's own self. 
" Fear not, for I am witji thee." Yes, but if 
He is with us, will that take the fear away ? 
Alas, no! I believe Thou art strong, I believe 
Thou knowest my suffering, I believe Thou art 
with me, yet I am myself, I am weak — I suffer 
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— I fear. What then can help us ? What can 
take our fears away ? 

I believe there is but one antidote to fear — 
one thing that as entirely vaAquishes it and 
disperses it as the sunbeams do the night, and 
that is, love. " Love casts out fear." 

I think if we did but love God utterly, our 
fears would pass away. We could say, "I 
dread this, but I know Thou lovest me, and 
will carry me through it unharmed." Faith 
says this, but love feels it to be true. Faith 
believes simply in the power of God, but love 
leans upon God Himself and feels His love. 
Oh, if our hearts were filled with love to God, 
where would be room for fear } 
, But how can we increase our love to God? 
I think through prayer and trust. Did you 
never long to ask for help or counsel in any 
pain or difficulty from one you loved, and 
yet, at the same time, you feared } And when 
at last you summoned up strength to do so, 
and were met with tenderer love and sympathy 
than you had ever hoped for, did not your 
heart burn within you from love and gratitude 
— love deepened a thousandfold by the recep- 
tion of your trust } And yet you had feared to 
give it ! and no wonder, for men are so change- 
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able and cold, so apt to misjudge and misunder- 
stand, and to turn those back, who look to 
them for love, more* shivering than they were 
before. 

But with God it is not so. We may trust Him 
utterly, we maybe quite, quite sure that He will 
never misjudge or misunderstand We cannot 
trust Him too much^-with our life, with our 
hopes and fears, with all our needs and desires; 
And though at first it be in fear and trembling 
He will receive and answer our trust, and 
compel us to love Him, 

I know that sin and pain, and the trials and 
perplexities of this life seem to combine con- 
tinually to darken our trust in God ; yet if we 
could but look up and trust Him fearlessly. 
He is nearer than all our adversaries, stronger 
and more loving than our truest friend, ready 
to take us by the hand, and to say to each of 
us, — "Fear not, for I am with thee: i will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee" 
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" And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come : and 
whosoever will let him take the water of life freely." 

I HAD read those words often, but they 

were put before me the other day in a new 

light I had always thought that the whole 

verse was one free invitation to all, to "come 

and take of the water of life freely," like the 

passage in Isaiah, "Ho, every one that thirsteth, 

come ye to the waters." 

But, looking, back over the chapter (the xxii. 

of Revelation), I do not think these words 

should be taken in this sense. I believe the 

first clause of this verse is the outpouring of the 

longing of Christ's Bride and Church forjHis 

E 
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second Advent. "The Spirit and the Bride 
say, Come." Looking back, you will see twice 
over in the verses before this, Christ says, " I 
come quickly." The whole bearing of the 
chapter (after the description of the heavenly 
Jerusalem), is to show how quickly He will 
come again. The Lord God hath sent His 
angel to show unto His servants the things 
which must shortly be doner And again, " Seal 
not the sayings of the prophecy of this book, 
for tfis time is at hand. He that is unjust, let 
him be unjust still : and he which is filthy, let 
him be filthy still : and he that is righteous, let 
him be righteous still : and he that is holy, let 
him be holy still. And, behold, I come 
quickly." Then follows the description of 
Christ, "I am the root and the offspring of David, 
and the bright and morning star." Then the 
cry of the waiting Church on earth, " And the 
Spirit and the Bride say, Come." The Spirit 
which is ever with the Church, speaking in and 
through it, the Church which is Christ's Bride, 
waiting " as a bride adorned for her husband," 
taking up the cry and joining in it with all her 
members, " Come ! " 

"And let him that heareth say. Come." 
Even the smallest, weakest, newest member of 
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Christ's Church will join in that cry. For, 
when the cry goes forth, "Behold, the Bride- 
groom Cometh," all that hear should respond, 
all that ever loved their Lord must respond, 
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus/' And now for 
the second part of this verse, " Let him that is 
athirst come ; and whosoever will, let him take 
the water of life freely." There can be no mis- 
taking the meaning of these words, " Let him 
that is athirst come." 

Where can the thirsty soul go but to the 
water of life 1 " Lord, to whom should we go } 
Thou hast the words of eternal life." " He that 
drinketh of the water that I shall give him, 
shall never thirst, but the water that I shall give 
him shall be in him a well of water springing 
up unto everlasting life." 

They are words that want no commentary — 
"Let him that is athirst come." Finally, 
" Whosever will^ let him take the water of life 

« 

freely." We do not all "thirst" — some of us 
hardly know what that word means. Yet we 
know that we need pardon, we dread the judg- 
ment to come, we would fain look forward to a 
"sure and certain hope of everlasting life." 
Listen, then, to the words, " Whosoever wiir* 
(all are included there, not only the thirsty and 
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the needy^ and the weary), "whosoever will, let 
him take the w»ter of life freely." No one was 
ever turned away from that fountain. Nay, 
the whole gospel is an invitation, open, free, 
unchanging — the essence of the gospel is in 
that word, "Come." Come unto me, all ye that 
are weary and heavy-laden, all ye that are 
sinful and needy, all ye that wM — ^this is the 
voice of Christ And when we have come to 
Him, and are living to do His work, and to he 
found unto praise, and honour, and glory, at 
the day of His appearing, surely in our hearts 
we echo His word^ and call, unceasingly, 
"Come, Lord Jesus — even so, come quickly." 
For how can we love Him and not look for 
Him ? How can we live through the night, and 
not look forward to catch the earliest sunbeams 
of the coming dawn ? Should not our life, and 
work, and prayer be a continual " Looking for 
and hasting unto the coming of the day of 
God ? " 

The last "Come" will be spoken in the kingdom 
of our Father. When the night of waiting is 
past, and the day of work also, when the Bride- 
groom is come, and they who have watched for 
Him have risen and trimmed their lamps— when 
the books are opened and the judgment set; 
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and the multitude, that no man can number, 
stand up around the great white throne — ^then 
we shall hear those words, "Come ye, blessed of 
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world." 
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"All we like sheep have gone astray; we have ttimed every 
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all." 

Some say Christ died only for the elect — the 
Bible says Christ died for all. 

"But," say the Calvinists, "we will prove to 
you, from the Bible, that Christ did not die for 
all." " First," say they, " remember that even 
before Christ was born He was named Jesus by 
the angel, * for He shall save His people from 
their sins/ Observe, the angel does not say, 
' He shall save mankind from their sins.' 

No, truly, because though Christ died for all, 
yet He only saves those that believe on Him; 
for such is the will of God. If all mankind 
would believe in Him, then all mankind would 
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be saved. "Ah," say they, "then you are 
putting salvation on the will of man, not on free 
grace. You say that Christ died for all, and 
that whosoever will may be saved — ^you make 
it all depend upon the human will ; and this is 
contrary to the verse that says of the children 
of God ' which were born, not of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.* " 

It is true. Only through Christ can we be 
born again, and the will of man can never 
change the heart; but the will of man, or. 
rather the human being endowed with his 
human will, can come to Christ for that change. 
"Ye will not come to Me that ye might have 
life." " Whosoever will, let him take the water 
of life freely." 

" But if Christ died for all,, then why are not 
all solved } " 

" Because they will not believe Him, or obey 
Him, or come to Him. * He came unto His 
own ' — His owfiy mark you, " and they received 
Him not.' " 

" But is it not then unjust of God to punish 
any human being for the sins for which Christ 
died ? " 

" Oh, no, for God has done all He could. 
He has sent His Son to die for you, with the 
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one condition that you believe on Him, and do 
not refuse to accept His salvation. But if you 
do refuse, though Christ has done all His part, 
you are not saved. You have rejected Him, 
and you will stand self-judged at the last day. 
You cannot say, 'Christ did not die for me,' 
any more than the bitten Israelite in the desert 
could say, 'The brazen serpent was not lifted 
up.' You did not trust Him, and so you were 
not saved ; he did not look^ and so he was not 
healed." 

But, you who say that Christ died only for 
the elect, look forward to the judgment-day 
and see how terribly you blaspheme the justice 
of God. When the (non-elected) sinner is con- 
demned, may he not answer, " I had no chance. 
Christ never died for me. I was never given 
one single chance of mercy, and now I am 
condemned to everlasting destruction." 

May God enlighten those who hold, and may 
God forgive all those who preach this doctrine. 

Let us read the Bible a little together, and 
then tell me, O doubter, did not Christ die for all ? 

Let us look first at the history of the children 
of Israel journeying to the promised land. 
They were all brought out of Egypt that they 
might all inherit the promised land, which lay 
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before them, large enough and fair enough, and 
good enough for all. 

Why, then, did they not all enter in } Be- 
cause of their unbelief. Because they despised 
God's promises, and thought scorn of the goodly 
land, which He had prepared for them. " They 
could not enter in because of unbelief." 

Again, look at the brazen serpent, the type 
of Christ, already quoted. When the sinful 
Israelites were bitten, and tortured by the fiery 
serpents, Moses was commanded to make a 
brazen serpent, and to raise it upon a pole, 
that whosoever looked upon it might be made 
whole. Now the serpent was set up in the 
sight of all, and the message was to all, " Look, 
and ye shall be healed ; " but those who be- 
lieved not, were not healed, for they would not 
look. Yet, those who entered into the promised 
land could not have said, " The land was pre- 
pared only for us ; " nor could those who looked 
at the brazen serpent have said, " The serpent 
was lifted up only for us" Let us pass now to 
the New Testament, and listen to the first de- 
claration of the gospel, after Christ was born ; 
and remember I am quoting divine words 
spoken by angelic lips. " Fear not. Behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
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be to all people." You know the rest " Unto 
you is bom this day, in the city of David, a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord." 

This was the "good tidings" to "tfiZ people" 
— ^not to some only, but "good tidings of great 
joy" to aU who would believe them — for, of 
course, to those who did not believe them, they 
could bring no joy. 

Do you think the angel made a mistake, and 
should have said, " Behold, I bring good tidings 
of g^eat joy to some^ to the elect of God ; but to 
the rest of the world I have no message ?" Oh, 
no, that is not the spirit of the Bible. The 
multitude of the heavenly host understood the 
words of the angel better when they joined in 
praising God, and saying, " Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward 
men^ And now let us look at Christ's own 
words, let us read His allegory of the preaching 
of the gospel 

"A certain man made a great supper, and 
bade many : and sent his servant at supper- 
time to say to them that were bidden. Come, 
for all things are now ready ..." I need not 
write it all down, you know how " they all with 
one consent began to make excuse," how at 
length the poor and the maimed, and the halt 
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and the blind were brought in, and yet there 
was room, and those in the highways and the 
hedges were compelled to come in, that his 
house might be filled. Tell me, was not the 
supper laid for those who would not come in ? 
Yes, verily. And so did Christ die for those 
who would not be saved, who would not come 
to Him that they might have life. 

Could those who refused the supper have said 
that it was prepared only for those who entered 
in at last, and not for them ? No. 

Tell me what is the sin of unbelief, if it is not 
refusing that which is offered ? And how can 
you refuse that which is not first offered ? Oh, 
you who hold that Christ came into the world 
to save a few, that He died indeed for some, 
but not for "the sins of the whole world," \i you 
had written the gospel it would have been a 
very different one from that which was written 
by John and Peter and Paul, proclaimed by 
angels, and spoken by Christ Himself. 

As it is, beware how you take away from the 
words of this book. Beware that you do not 
change that which is written concerning the cha- 
racter of God, "who will have all men to be saved." 

Unless you change, omit, or qualify the 
words not of God's apostles only, but of the 



Holy Ghost, how can you refuse to believe that 
God sent His Son into the world to bear the 
sins of all men ? " God sent not His Son into 
the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved." Only 
our own unbelief condemns us, and that with- 
out answer, for we will not be saved through 
Him. 

Nevertheless, this is the gospel, and this gospel 
we are told to preach to all — ^to the child, to the 
sinner, to the reprobate — to the Judas and the 
Herod, if you will. There \s> but one — God 
would have you to be saved, and sent His Son 
to die for you. Nay, His Son loved you and 
"gave Himself" to die for you. Believe Him, 
and come to Him. God will not cast you out, 
but will "with Him also freely give you all 
things." 
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Oh, if sin was but the one thing that we hate, 
and doing wrong the one thing that we dread, 
how happy life might be ! If we had not to 
learn more, year by year, of our own sinful 
frailness, if we had not to open our eyes to see 
more and more the deadly power of sin in that 
which otherwise might be full of power for 
good, and worthy of praise and love — if we 
could believe that God's will was done on earth 
in proportion as His Word is read and known, 
how happy life would be ! 

Truly, this is a " present evil world," where it 
is hard to walk in white and keep one's garments, 
and blessed are they who are " delivered " from 
it Therefore I cannot see that death is terrible. 
Why are we put into this world ? Not to go on 
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living in it for ever. No ! thanks be to God. 
We are sent into this world to live as long as 
God wills that we should do His work on earth, 
as long as He gives us mortal life, as long as He 
bids us " go, work in My vineyard." We enter 
upon life, knowing that it is but for a time, that 
we must die. Each step in life, we know, must 
lead us nearer death ; for life is not a limitless 
expanse of time. Life is no play-ground where 
death by chance may enter and relentlessly 
carry off its victim amidst horror and surprise. 
Life is no journey whereof we ourselves can set 
the bounds. We know that life is given us of 
God wherein to do His will. We know that 
He makes it happy sometimes — ^sometimes we 
make it sorrowful ; but it is always short. We 
know that death must come to all, for it is His 
will. We know that the gate must open, and 
over its shadowy threshold we pass to the life 
eternal. Yet we live as if this life were eternal, 
as if the life to come were shadowy. Why else 
should we have such fear, such manifest surprise 
at death.? Why else should we writhe when 
one is taken from us, as though God's hand had 
struck us an especial and unlooked-for blow? 
Why should we live (as they especially do who 
rest in each other's love, whose two lives are 
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blended into one through love) as though death 
was the last thing that we could expect f Why- 
does death come with such terrible surprise? 
Why is it a shock unspeakable, unbearable, 
indescribable in its anguish, turning life into 
desolation ? Why, O immortal souls, who each 
must take that short step into eternity, why are 
you blind to death until you open your eyes to 
find it has taken from you that which you 
loved with such absorbing love, that you 
would fain have made this mortal life eter- 
nal? 

Why did Christ die and rise again if death 
remains a terror yet unconquered, an enemy 
undestroyed, a serpent with a sting ? 

O ye of little faith ! O human hearts, whose 
love should be immortal, why will you turn 
your eyes away from death? why will you> 
looking backward to your past joys, or onward 
to your empty life to come, sorrow to the full ? 
Is it true that we live wholly for ourselves? 
Is it true that we live only for that which makes 
us happy in life? for theUy indeed, death has 
power to take all joy away from us. Do we, as 
it were, give God our souls and keep our whole 
hearts and energies for our own enjoyment, and 
then, when He takes away that wherein all our 
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joys were centred, do we see nothing in life but 
desolation and misery ? 

Would God have it so ? Does He tell us our 
one desire must be to be happy in life, our 
greatest sorrow when He takes away that which 
we loved most, that which to us made life 
happy ? Does He tell us we must dread, and 
not think of death ? Does He say that when it 
divides two who were one in love, it is the most 
fearful trial that a child of His could bear? 
Does He tell us that our intensest sorrow is no 
want of faith ? 

I think we take the very lowest standard of 
Christ's religion, and we miss its comfort and 
help. We stand afar off and lift up our eyes 
when we might be* in communion with our 
Lord ; we come behind Him and touch the 
hem of His raiment, when we might walk side 
by side with Him. " Our soul refuses comfort, 
because we believe not in God^ 

If we will keep our joys where Christ tells us 
they must fade ; if we will lay up our treasure on 
the earth where moth and rust corrupt ; if we will 
believe that we can hold that which is unceasingly 
lapsing from us, how can the joys that Christ has 
stored up for us be a great reality } How can 
the treasure that He keeps for us in heaven, 
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and that eternity whose gate He has unlocked, 
making the depth of the grave "a way for His 
ransomed to pass over, be a "strong consola- 
tion," a joyful hope for us ? How can we have 
our good things here, and there also ? How 
can we live both for this present life and for the 
life to come ? 

To the Christian, I believe — with my heart I 
believe and feel — death should neither be a 
terror nor a surprise, nor an inconsolable 
grief 

" If ye loved me, ye would rejoice." * Oh, 
those words were written for us also, and not 
only spoken by Christ to the disciples He was 
leaving. If we had more faith we should know 
that they are true. 

I know God gave us love ; Christ in His 
human sympathy does know our hunian hearts, 
and has felt our human griefs. He has not 
made us hard and feelingless, so that we can 
walk through life with our eyes fixed on 
heaven, cold and untouched by all around. 
Yet He has said, " Set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the earth," and reminds 
us that, in a sense, we are dead to the things of 
this mortal life, and risen with Christ. I could 

* John xiv. 28. 
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quote innumerable verses showing that the 
whole spirit of the New Testament teaches us 
that we should live our life on earth for God 
and not for self — that we should take God*s 
view of life and death, of present happiness and 
sorrow, and of the life to come, with its abun- 
dant joys — 7iot the view most natural to our 
mortal nature. 

I do believe that God would have us live so 
that we could be more than " resigned " (for by- 
resigned I mean " not rebellious "), when death 
takes that which we most loved away. " That 
ye sorrow not, even as others which have no 
hope." That ye (God's children with eternal 
life in store), sorrow not even as others who 
(seeing that all their joy must die in death), 
have no hope. And observe the apostle does 
not say "that ye rebel not, even as others 
which havfc no hope," but " that ye sorrow not" 

We may believe from our hearts that God 
knows best, and be resigned to His will, and 
yet remain in comfortless sorrow as those who 
jli^ve " no hope," but this is not honouring God. 
Why does He promise the Comforter if His 
Holy Spirit cafinot comfort in our greatest 
sorrows ? 

Is it His will that death should cause our 
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greatest sorrow? O child of God, you who 
have lived longer on this earth than I have 
done, and have known the love that knits two 
hearts in one, if God should call any, or all you 
love, into eternal life, through death, would it 
be the greatest sorro^f possible to you ? 

I believe not. I know it should not be so. 
Nothing that is not mixed with evil can be 
wholly sorrowful, and no suffering which is not 
for sin should be wholly without joy. 

Suffering, that great and terrible mystery 
with which the earth is darkened, how it makes 
one long for a better life! With sin came 
death and suffering. From sin there is a 
Redeemer, from death a Deliverer, for suffering 
a Comforter. The curse that followed sin, that 
fell upon the sinless One, has been by Him 
transformed into a sevenfold blessing. Death is 
the gate that opens into life; suffering, the angel 
that raises our eyes to God. In life we are not 
alone, for the love wherewith God loved Christ is 
with His people. That is a thought which 
should rouse us from the heaviest sleep .ofc 
sorrow, and strengthen us against all weari- 
ness of life. Like Jacob of old,* who, in his 
lonely sleep on the wilds of Haran, saw the 

* Genesis xxviii. 10-17. 
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ladder reaching up to heaven, and the angels of 
God ascending and descending upon it, and 
heard the voice of God who "stood above it," 
so we also, if we could realise His love, could 
say both of life and death — 

" This is indeed the house of God, 
And the gate of heaven. " 



THE END. 
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